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• To introduce the State Broadband Initiative:  grant, project, 

data, mapping tool, and resources  

• To communicate how we see that you and others across 

the State can help us improve the map 

• To hear your feedback and perspectives in order to improve 

the value of the map for New Jersey 

Objectives 
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• Grant  and Project Background 

• Overview of State Broadband Map Data 

• Tour of the State Broadband Mapping Tool 

o Navigation Examples 

• Connecting with ConnectingNJ 

• Q&A 

Agenda 
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 NTIA’s State Broadband Initiative (SBI) combines the joint purposes of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and the Broadband Data 
Improvement Act, which envisioned a comprehensive program, led by state 
entities or non-profit organizations, to facilitate the integration of broadband and 
information technology into state and local economies in order to improve our 
local and national economic competitive advantage. 
 

 New Jersey Office of Information Technology (NJOIT) was awarded federal funds to 
support five years of state-led efforts to collect data semiannually on the 
availability, speed, and location of broadband services across the state. 

 

 The first phase of the New Jersey SBI program, ConnectingNJ, includes a data 
collection and mapping effort to build a state broadband map showing availability 
and speed of broadband access in the State to gain a better understanding of 
broadband utilization versus capacity. 
 

 OIT has been working with a selected vendor and broadband service providers and 
community anchor institutions (CAI’s), including education institutions, libraries, 
healthcare providers, government and other non-government organizations to 
collect, validate, verify data on broadband services available throughout the state. 
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 To begin realizing the benefits of the initial phase of data collection, NJ OIT 
created a Broadband Map with data from approximately 30 Broadband providers 
and 15,000 community anchor institutions, including educational institutions, 
libraries, healthcare, state and local government within the State. 

 

 The purpose of the Broadband Map is to support efforts to expand broadband 
access and provide businesses and consumers with the relevant information they 
need to make decisions related to their high speed internet options. 

 

 Below is the current snapshot of CAI data collected to date: 
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CAI Data Summary (as of 9/25/12) 
CAI Category  

Total # of Locations 
Identified  

Total # of records 
with broadband data 

School K-12 3762 2465 
Libraries 460 43 
Medical/Healthcare 8604 5 
Public Safety 337 76 
University 159 34 
Other – State and Local Government 1694 1694 

Other – Non Government 8 8 



 The data being gathered provides information on:  
◦ Where broadband service is available  
◦ The technology used to provide the service  
◦ Names of providers and the areas they service  
◦ Maximum advertised speeds of the service they provide  
◦ Locations and speeds of community anchor institutions. 

 

 The State of New Jersey’s Broadband Map is refreshed and updated 
every six months and can be found at http://connectingnj.state.nj.us  
 

 With a comprehensive and continually updated map, the State can 
continue building the value of the New Jersey Broadband Map, so it can 
be used as an effective tool for state policy makers, businesses and 
citizens to:  
◦ Identify pockets of unmet demand or need  
◦ Help policy makers identify where the unmet needs are so they can determine how best to 

fulfill them  
◦ Use the map as a tool to market NJ and support decisions for businesses looking to 

relocate  
◦ Identify where existing technology infrastructures can be leveraged  
◦ Help providers and customers find each other  
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New Jersey SBI Data Mapping Tool     
http://njgin.state.nj.us/oit/gis/OIT_BroadbandMapping/ 

Home Page 
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Links 

http://www.state.nj.us/ 

http://connectingnj.state.nj.us/ 

http://www2.ntia.doc.gov/ 
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Home – Returns user to the main page “Getting Started” and “Last 
Updated” pane 
 
Legend / Layer List – Brings user to the “Layer List”, “Community 
Anchor Institutions” and “Legend” keys denoting the data to view 
 
Find a Location – Takes user to a specific address, county or 
municipality if known prior to search 

Map – Displays the Broadband Map details selected in the “Legend / 
Layer List” 
 
FAQ & Help – Navigation assistance and information how to get the 
most of the tool for your personal or business needs 

Tabs 
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Provider Count 

How many providers 
service my area? 
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Provider Count – 
“More Details” 

What are statistics on 
the particular area I’m 
analyzing? 
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Provider Count - 
Community 
Anchor 
Institutions 

- A user must zoom 5 Levels deep via the zoom 
bar to have this option available to select CAIs 
menu 

 
- Current CAI categories available are School 

(K-12), Libraries, Medical/Healthcare, and 
University, College, or Post-Secondary 
Institution (each marked separate by symbol) 

Where are the schools, 
libraries, and medical 
facilities in relation to 
my point of interest? 
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Provider Count - Community Anchor Institutions (cont.) 

Click on a specific CAI and retrieve name of institution and 
it’s category (Libraries, Schools, etc) 
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Find a Location 

I want to focus on a specific 
address or county/township, 
can I jump directly to it? 
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